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Texas Slave 
Descendants’ 

HOUSTON ACTION 
RESEARCH TEAM 

Breland Coleman, Dr. Lora Wildenthal ( faculty advisor), 
Alexandra Franklin, Reginald Moore (TSDS chairman), Ryan 

Deal,  and Jason Ford (graduate student advisor) 

Texas Slave Descendants’ Society Archive Project, Summer 2015 

This HART, consisting of undergraduate students from Economics, Political 
Science, and History, collaborated on a project to archive the advocacy 
efforts of the Texas Slave Descendant’s Society (TSDS) and its chairman, 
Reginald Moore.  The team created an online archive which catalogs the 
history of the organization’s activism and efforts impacting the 
community. The archive is housed at the Woodson Research Center in 
Rice University’s Fondren Library. The archive serves as a resource for the 
future work of TSDS, students, 
city governments, researchers 
and anyone interested in local 
and state history.  In addition, 
the team created an online 
exhibit that references 
documents from the archive 
and provides information 
about convict leasing in Sugar 
Land to the general public.  
The online exhibit provides a 
basic introduction to convict 
leasing including its history 
and significance and includes 
specific information on convict leasing in Sugar Land, TX.  The exhibit 
highlights the work TSDS has done to create awareness and appropriate 
commemoration for the role convict leasing played in the history of Sugar 
Land. 


